


Hadhart Ibrahime:-The Special Friend of Allah

Hadhrat lbrahim was a descendant of Hadhrat Nuhes from
his son Saum. Like all prophets he was a good, kind and
righteous man. He was extremely intelligent and wise. He
had a mild temperament, was tender of heart and was an
excellent debater. Allah the Exalted saw these wonderful
qualities in him and chose him to be his Prophet. Throughout
his prophet hood, Hadhrat lbrahimes never once questioned
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why Allah had asked him to do something; he did M .
everything that his Maker told him to do and submitted to Khalil Spec1al
His every will. Allah the Exalted loved his qualities so much Friend

that he took Hadhrat lbrahimes for a special Friend.

Hadhrat lbrahim®s is an
Important prophet for Jews,
Christians and Muslims. All
hold him in very high
esteem, but he is especially
important for Muslims as the
Holy Prophet Muhammed:sa"
came from his descendants.




Hadhrat Ibrahim? Defends the Unity of Allah

Some 4500 years ago, in a tfown called Ur (how in Iraqg), a young man Al'l.a\’\

called Ibrahim®s sat thinking about Allah and how He had created
the sun, the moon and the stars. His people on the other hand did not
believe in Allah, they worshipped idols and stars, and their chief God
was the sun.

Hadhrat Ibrahim’s® own father Azar worshipped idols, in fact, not only
did he worship idols; he also used to carve them! His family were the
keepers of the biggest temple in the town and they made their living
by buying and selling idols. One day Hadhrat lbrahim®s turned to him
and said, “Why do you worship idols that can neither hear you, nor
see you, nor help you with anything?”

Azar’s reply would be the same as always “Because our fore-fathers before us did the
same.” Hadhrat lbrahim®s told Azar that Allah had given him knowledge of things that
Azar and his people did not know of, so if they followed him, he would lead them to the
right path. He also warned Azar that he feared that Allah might punish him if he did not
listen to the message of Allah. Azar became very angry with Hadhrat lbrahimes and
threatened him saying, “Do you turn away from my Gods O lbrahim?¢ If you do not stop, |
will surely cut off all relations with you. Now leave me alone for a long while.” Hadhrat
lbrahimes accepted Azar's wishes and left him, saying very tenderly:

“Peace be on thee! | shall ask forgiveness of my Lord for thee; no doubt He is indeed
Graci ous (e me. "



Whenever Hadhrat Ibrahim® had the chance, he would tell his people about the unity
of Allah. He would continually question them, saying, “What do you worshipg”

“We worship idols and will continue to be devoted to them” came the reply. When
Hadhrat lbrahim® asked them why they worshipped them, their answer would always
be the same, “We found our fathers doing the same”. On hearing this Hadhrat
lorahimes said:

“Do you know that those you I 1
you and your fore-fathers before you, they are all
enemies to me, except the Lord of the worlds, who has
created me and it is He who guides me; and who gives
me food and gives me drink; and when | amill, it is He
who restores me to health, and Who will cause me to die
and then bring mesrntsny | i fe ag:e

Hadhrat lbrahim® had become quite expert at
debating with his people. He was not afraid to give his
opinion and would try to make them see the foolishness
of their ways at every opportunity.

He used various arguments with Azar and his people
to persuade them to worship Allah. He would tell them
that the idols did not hear or answer their prayers and
that they had no power to help or harm anyone.



Day and night Hadhrat lbrahim® would try to convince his
people to believe in Allah. At night he sat looking at the stars
which his people worshipped. He saw a bright star and he
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Hadhrat Ibrahims breaks the idols

Hadhrat lbrahimes disliked the idols so much that one day he visited the temple, whilst it was
empty, and using an axe, he broke each idol to pieces. All but one, the chief idol, which he
left standing and placed the axe around its neck.

When his people saw what had happened they were furious, they asked who had done this
and were told by some persons that a young man called lbrahim had been heard speaking
il of them. Hadhrat lbrahim® was brought before the elders. They questioned him because
they knew that only he could have been responsible for this. They asked him what had
happened, he replied; “Ask the chief idol!.”

The elders looked a little embarrassed; they could not look Hadhrat
lorahim®s in the eye. Their answer was “You know they cannot
speak.”

“Then why do you worship them instead of Allah?2” said Hadhrat
lbrahim®s. His people had no answer to this, but his comments
fuelled their anger even more. They decided that this outrageous
act of his had to be punished by throwing Hadhrat Ibrahim®s into a
fire. Allah Almighty would not let His messenger be harmed in this
way, so when he was thrown into the fire He commanded:

% O el g be thou cool and a meewws of

Hadhrat lbrahime came out of the fire totally unharmed.




Hadhrat Ibrahim® confuses the King

Those who stood and watched were astonished by what they had seen. They decided
that the only way to deal with this man was to make him stand before King Nimrod and
answer to him. The King himself was believed to be a God like figure.

The King threatened Hadhrat lbrahimes with death for defiling the Gods. Hadhrat
lorahimes very calmly replied to this threat by saying “You cannot harm me, because it
is Allah who gives life and causes death.” The King was furious with his reply and said, “I
have the power to have anyone killed or | can pardon them.” Hadhrat lbrahim®s then
set him a challenge, he said, “It is Allah who brings the sun from the East; bring it from
the West if you can’. The King had no answer to this. His people believed that all life
depended on the Sun God, therefore the sun was a greater god than the King, but he
had just claimed that he controlled life and death. If he accepted the challenge of
bringing the sun from the West, (which he knew he could not do) then he would be
saying that he was greater than the sun god, and then he himself could be liable for
punishment. The King was in a terrible situation and had no answer for Hadhrat
lorahimes. He had no choice but to let him go.




Hadhrat Ibrahim©®s leaves his home.

Despite Hadhrat Ibrahim’ses endless efforts of to make his people worship Allah, his people would
not listen. Among the people who accepted and believed in him was his nephew, Hadhrat Lootes,
Allah the Exalted told Hadhrat lbrahim®s to leave the land of his birth. So he left with his wife
Hadhrat Sarah and Hadhrat Lootes. From Ur, the party went to Harran and from there, by God'’s
command, to Canaan. Wherever Hadhrat lbrahim® went he continued to spread the message of
the unity of Allah.

There was a severe famine in Canaan so Hadhrat lbrahim® and his party travelled to Egypt, where
they lived for a while.

The Egyptians were unfamiliar with the people of Hadhrat
lorahim’s®s race. Because they looked different, where ever they
went, people would notice them. Word spread about the beauty
of a woman called Sarah. This news soon reached the court of the
King. The King became quite interested in this woman and set his
evil designs on her. He gave orders that she should be brought to
him.

When Hadhrat lbrahim® became aware of the situation, he had little fime to do anything. He
simply told Hadhrat Sarah that something terribly serious was about to happen, and he advised
her to remain steadfast in prayer.

Hadhrat Sarah was captured and taken before the King. Hadhrat Ibrahim® was a stranger in this
country, there was nothing he could do to help Hadhrat Sarah. The King had the power to do
what he wanted; his was the final word, or so he thought. However he did not know that he was
committing an injustice against a Prophet of God.



As Hadhrat Sarah stood before the King, she
remembered her husband’s advice and busied
herself praying to Allah to safeguard and protect
her. The King stood up and tried to walk fowards
Hadhrat Sarah. As he did so he was overcome by
some kind of paralysis and could not move. He was
not sure what was happening. For a second time
he tried to move towards her, but yet again he was
overtaken by the same paralysis. Hadhrat Sarah
stood before him totally immersed in prayer, as she
knew that Allah alone could help her. The King was
very confused as to what was happening to him.
For the last fime he tried to approach Hadhrat
Sarah and again he experienced the same
symptoms. He realised that the paralysis was
somehow connected to this woman, so he
questioned her saying “What is happening to mee”

Hadhrat Sarah now had a chance to speak, so she
told the King about her husband, who was a good,
kind and pious man who had been entrusted by
Allah as a Prophet of God.




The King was so moved and affected by what Hadhrat Sarah had
said that he felt ashamed of his behaviour. He had Hadhrat
lbrahim®s brought to him.

When he saw and heard Hadhrat lbrahim®es, he realised that this
man was indeed just as Hadhrat Sarah had described. The King
was convinced of his truth. He told them that he was ashamed of
what he had done. He then, not only returned Hadhrat Sarah o
Hadhrat lbrahim®s, but also gave his daughter Hadhrat Hajra to
him in marriage. The King could see the greatness of this humble

man and could not think of a better future for his daughter than
with him.
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Hadhrat Hajra and the Well of Zam Zam.

Hadhrat lbrahim®s prayed to Allah to grant him a righteous son. When the fime came,
Allah heard his prayer and blessed Hadhrat lbrahim® and Hadhrat Hajra with their
first born son. He was named Ismail. Hadhrat Sarah did not have any children and
began to feel a little jealous and resentful of Hadhrat Hajra.

When Hadhrat Sarah had married Hadhrat lbrahim®es, she had taken a vow from him
that he would do as she said. She had not needed to use this vow before this fime,
but now she felt that she had to. She told Hadhrat Ibrahim®s to leave Hadhrat Hajra
somewhere away from her. Hadhrat lbrahimes was deeply saddened by what his first
wife said. He fried to reason with her and make her see sense, but she would not
change her mind. So he prayed to Allah and asked,

“O my Allah, what shall | do?2” Allah the Exalted

answered his prayer telling him to keep the vow that ~ ~—

he had made to his first wife. He also told Hadhrat

lorahim®es where to take Hadhrat Hajra and Hadhrat A%
Ismail®s. This place was a desolate valley between two

small hills.

Hadhrat lbrahimes did not question what Allah had told
him to do. He had so much faith in his Lord that he did
everything that he was commanded to do without
question. He set off with his baby son and his wife to
the valley Allah had informed him of.



When the time of leaving them in the valley drew near, Hadhrat Hajra
questioned her husband asking him why he was leaving her alone in this
barren place with a limited supply of food and water. She then put
another question to him saying,

“Is it Allah’s willg” Hadhrat lbrahimes replied “Yes.” On hearing this,
Hadhrat Hajra was totally satisfied. She did not need to ask any more
questions. Like her husband, she too put her trust in Allah and was
steadfast. Hadhrat lbrahimes left them but his prayers were always with
them. He prayed to Allah saying:

“Our Lord, | have settled some of my children in an uncultivated valley

near Thy Sacred House -Our Lord, -that they may observe prayer. So make
mends hearts incline towards them and
may be thamkful . o6

oMy Lord make me observe prayer and my children
too. Our Lord! Bestow Thy grace on me and accept
my pr aweyr . O
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This barren valley, in which Hadhrat lbrahim®s left his wife and child, is now
part of Mecca, where our beloved Prophet Muhammedsew was born and
lived. Hadhrat Hajra and Hadhrat Ismail®s were left all alone. Soon her supply
of food and water ran out. Her baby son needed feeding and he cried with
hunger. She put her baby down in the sand and in distress, ran between the
two hillocks, Safa and Marwah, in the hope that she might find someone to
help her. She ran between the hills and then come back to check on her
son. She hoped that by some miracle a caravan might pass by.

In the burning heat of the sun she continued to
run backwards and forwards with the sound of
her baby son’s cries ringing in her ears. She did
this seven times. Exhausted she cried, “Can
anyone hear mee” As she turned back to look
at her son she noficed that water was gushing
out from the sand where the baby had been
kicking his tiny feet, as he lay crying. Hadhrat
Hajra thanked Allah for this miracle. She
gathered some rocks and placed them around
the water to collect it. This is how Allah provides
for those who trust and believe in Him.




After some time, a caravan passed near to where Hadhrat
Hajra and her son were. From a distance they could see

birds flying around one particular spot. This was a sure sign v :
that water was nearby, as birds only circled in such @ Pats.
fashion where there was water to be found. They were very JVEF)

pleased as they could stop and rest near the well. As they

approached the water hole they found Hadhrat Hajra -

sitting there with her son. They asked her permission to /—\(/\
make camp near the water hole. Hadhrat Hajra was very

shrewd. She said “Of course you can, but | am the owner of

the well.” They were happy to accept this. In exchange for
water they would do things for Hadhrat Hajra. They built her
a home and provided her with food; in return she provided
them with water. Slowly but surely more and more people

began to settle near this well and before long a small village and then a small fown
came into existence.

From fime to time, Hadhrat lbrahime would come to visit Hadhrat Hajra and Hadhrat
Ismail®s. He never doubted that Allah would provide for his loved ones. His prayers
were always with his family and Allah Taala continually answered the prayers of his
devoted servant. On one occasion he prayed saying;

oMy Lord, miagig e & Tah sk ae 1L Ly say el TRY N0 Sepie a cae” a
wor shippi magsi dol s, 0



Messengers bring news to Hadhrat Ibrahim®s

When Hadhrat lbrahim®s left his home town of Ur and journeyed to Canaan and later
to Egypft. His nephew Hadhrat Loot® was with him. On the way back to Egypt, Hadhrat
Loot and Hadhrat lbrahime went their different ways. Hadhrat Loot was sent by Allah
as a Prophet to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. These two cities lay in the Jordan
valley. Hadhrat Loot seftled near Sodom. The people of these cities had displeased
Allah; they did not live according to the laws of nature, and committed many acts
despised by Him. Allah the Exalted, through his Mercy, sent Hadhrat Loot®s to give
them a chance to mend their ways. So he lived among them and carried out the work
entrusted to him by Allah. He tried to make these people believe in their Creator and
live according to His laws. He told them that if they did not change their ways, they
would be punished by Allah. Unfortunately the people of Sodom and Gomorrah did
not change.

One day, Hadhrat lbrahim®s was visited by
some men. Hadhrat [brahim® was extremely
hospitable to his guests. He quickly had a calf
slaughtered and told Hadhrat Sarah to
prepare a meal for his guests. When the meal
was put before the men, they did not eat.
Hadhrat lbrahimes was a little worried. He
thought that he had somehow offended the
men or without realising it and been
inhospitable.




The men realised that they had caused Hadhrat lbrahim®es and his wife to
become anxious, so they told them not to fear, as they had been sent to
the people of Hadhrat Loot®. They then gave Hadhrat Sarah the glad
tidings that she would be blessed with a son, Is-haac and also a
grandson, Yacoob.

Hadhrat lbrahims was an old man and his wife Hadhrat Sarah could not
bear children. Hadhrat Sarah, laughed, and said:

O0Oh woe I s me! Shal l I bear a child wh
husband 1 s an old man? Thismtssndeed 1 s

To this the messengers replied,“Dost t hou wonder at Al |l

Mesrkesy -5 opf FaAddmgl -a i’ sachvdy - Hip syubils eis s IS niges -Sagr e
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You will be blessed
with a son!




On hearing these words, Hadhrat Ibrahim® understood that the news brought by
these men was a message from Allah. Despite bringing this good news for Hadhrat
lorahim®s and his wife, the men looked sad; their expressions were troubled. Hadhrat
lorahim®s realised that they refused to eat because something else was bothering
them. So, Hadhrat Ibrahim®s said to them:

oONow, wh a't I S your er r agusb, O vyc¢ S ? ¢

Theyreplied* W have been sent unteossa %}dﬁrﬂf p |

They told Hadhrat Ibrahim®s that they brought news that a
sinful people were going to be punished and this is why
they were unhappy. Hadhrat Ibrahim® had a tender heart,
he was sad for the people of Hadhrat Lootes so he pleaded
with Allah to spare them. But there was no stopping Allah’s
punishment. Everyone was going to

be destroyed apart from Hadhrat Loot® and his family. This did not include Hadhrat
Loot’'s® wife because she too disobeyed Allah. The messengers had been sent by
Allah to lead the family of Hadhrat Loot®s to safety. When the fime came for the
messengers to leave, Hadhrat lbrahim® accompanied the men for a short distance

and sent them on their way.
q&l will be punished. >




In the still of the night, the men led Hadhrat Loot®s and his
family to safety. The calamity that destroyed the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah took place at sunrise. They were
destroyed by a violent earthquake which sent debiris, rubble,
stone and clay high in the air- which then rained down upon
the city and covered it.

Allah the Exalted had given Hadhrat [brahim® goods news
about the birth of a son because He knew that Hadhrat
lbrahim®s was sure to be deeply saddened that the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah were to be destroyed. So, Hadhrat
lbrahim was told before hand that in place of these ignorant
people who were going to be destroyed, an enlightened son

would be born to him who would be the father of a great nation. The first son that was
born to Hadhrat lbrahim® and Hadhrat Sarah was Hadhrat Is-haac®s. It is thought that
he was born some thirteen years after Hadhrat Ismail®s,




The Sacrifice.

Hadhrat lbrahim® made many sacrifices. One of the sacrifices that he made was
leaving his wife and baby son alone in the valley. But he was yet o make an even
greater sacrifice. Hadhrat [brahim® had a vision that he was sacrificing his son Ismails.
He had this vision many fimes. When his son was old enough, he said to him:

00 my dear son, I have seen in a dream that
what thou thinkest of it!dé¢ He replied 00 my
wi | t find me, | f Al l ah pl e@me of t hhose who

Both father and son were ready to make this huge sacrifice. They travelled
to Marwah. Hadhrat lbrahim®s, Hadhrat Ismail®s and Hadhrat Hajra
travelled to Marwah, where the sacrifice was going to take place. On the
way, Hadhrat lbrahim® began worry about what he was about to do, he
very quickly realised that this was Satan frying to make him disobey Allah,
so he picked up some rocks and threw them as if he was throwing them at
Satan himself. He told Hadhrat Hajra and Hadhrat Ismail®s to do the same.

Together they prepared the altar for sacrifice. Hadhrat lbrahimes
prepared to sacrifice his son. He threw him down on his forehead with
one hand and had a knife in the other. As he did so he heard a voice

calling to him from the heavens saying:

“O I brahi m, t hou hast I ndemdsbyul fi 1l 1l ed t he d



Allah the Exalted did not want Hadhrat lbrahim®s to actually sacrifice his son. The fact
that he was willing to do this was the fulfilment of the dream. It must have been
incredibly difficult for Hadhrat lbrahim®s to perform this act of sacrifice, yet he was
willing to do this to show his love and devotion to Allah. He instilled this spirit of
sacrifice in his young son and also his wife who willingly let her son go.

All of a sudden a goat or ram appeared in the bushes. Allah told Hadhrat lbrahim®s to
sacrifice the ram in place of his son. This act of Hadhrat lbrahim’s had another
purpose, it put an end to the ritual of human sacrifice once and for all.

In a sense, Hadhrat lbrahim® had already
fulfiled the dream when he left his
helpless wife and baby son in the barren
valley of Mecca. By all accounts the two
were sure to perish. But Hadhrat lbrahimes
put his trust in Allah and the reverse
proved to be true. Allah looks after those
who put their full trust in Him and so He

provided for Hadhrat Hajra and her baby
son. A

Today Muslims all over the world remember the great sacrifice that Hadhrat [brahim®s
was prepared to make. ‘Sacrifice’ is a very important aspect of Islam, and is an
important part of the Hajj ceremonies. On the tenth day of Hqjj, camels, lamibs, goats
and rams etc. are slaughtered all over the world by Muslims. This great sacrifice is
celebrated by Muslims in the Festival of Eid-ul-Adha.



Hadhrat Iborahim®*sre-bui | ds t he Ka’' aba.

It was in the valley of Mecca that Hadhrat lbrahim®s was told by Allah to re-build the
Ka'aba. The foundations were already there, as the Ka'aba had existed before as the
very first house in which Allah was worshipped. Now, it lay in ruins and Allah instructed
Hadhrat lbrahim®s to restore it.

Hadhrat lbrahims was quite an old man by now. With the help of his son Hadhrat
Ismail®s, they carried out this difficult task, carrying heavy rocks in the heat of the sun.
With each rock that they lifted they prayed to Allah from the depths of their souls
saying:

oOur Lor d, accept i T e g R o f sy Thou art

OOur Lord, make us submi
make of our offspring a people submissive to

thee. And show us our ways of worship, and turn

to us with mercy; for Thou art Oft - Returning with
compassion andxieyler ci f ul

OwA it ;. TOs L et d0 r 5 rai se up
Messenger from among themselves, who may

recite to them Thy Signs and teach them the

Book and Wisdom and may purify them; surely,
Thou art the Miadty, t he
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Allah taala answered these profound prayers of
Hadhart lbrahime and when the time came He sent
the Holy Prophetsaw with His final message. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsew descended from the family
of Hadhrat lbrahimes through his son Hadhrat
Ismail®s, The Holy Prophet laid before mankind the
signs of God, he taught mankind the law of God, he
purified the lives of man, he brought the final word
of God (the Holy Qur'an) and he, without doubt
was a blessing for mankind.

Allah teaches Hadhrat Ibrahim? how to perform Pilgrimage.

Mecca became the blessed town where Allah was worshipped. Allah told Hadhrat
lbrahim®s how pilgrimage should be performed, we read in the Quran:

OAnd remember the time when We assigned to /
said associate not anything with Me and keep My house clean for those who

perform the circuits and those who stand up and those who bow down and fall

prostrate iemnprayers; o

OAnd proclaim unto mankind the Pilgrimage. 1
every | ean camel |, coming by ewsry distant de



And so Pilgrimage to Mecca began in the fime of Hadhrat lbrahim®s in the form that
we know it today and still continues in the same way. Not one year has passed
since the fime of this great Prophet that the pilgrimage has not taken place.

Many prophets descended from Hadhrat lbrahim®s. His sons; Hadhrat Is-haac ¢ and
Hadhrat Ismail @ were prophets. There were many prophets who came from the
descendants of Hadhrat Is-haac®s, such as Hadhrat Yagoob®s, Hadhrat Yousufes,
Hadhrat Ayoob®s, Hadhrat Yunus®s, Hadhrat Musa® and many more. Our beloved
Prophet Muhammad @% descended from the line of Hadhrat Ismail @ and was the
chief of the prophets.

Hadhrat lbrahim®es |aid the foundation of Islam. When we say our Salat we begin it
with his prayer and end it with his prayer and in ‘Darood S h a mie indoke blessings
on him. We celebrate Eid and remember his great sacrifices. His sacrifice of leaving
his family in the desert resulted in the growth of a city which became the Holy city
of Mecca. When we perform pilgrimage we remember him and his family, as he
began this great ritual. So, peace be upon Hadhrat lbrahim®s, the founding father,
the Patriarch, the father of nations and the defender of the Unity of Allah.




Glossary

as- Stands for allaysalatu wassalam-on whom be peace

Barren Valley-Having no trees or plants or food.

Defiling the Gods-corrupt, ruin or disrespects the Gods.

Descendant- a person, animal, or plant related to one that lived in the past.

Desolate Valley- A valley that is bare and has no signs of life; no pants, no trees, no animals etc.
Durood-a prayer sending blessings on a prophet

Famine-A severe shortage of food resulting in widespread hunger.

Foundation -The basis of an idea.

Hadhrat- Is a respectful Arabic title used to honour a person. The literal translation is “Great
Presence".

Ibrahim-In the Bible is known as Abraham

Idols-Something that is worshipped as a god, e.g. a statue or carved image.

Is-haac-In the Bible is known as Isaac

Ismail-In the Bible is known as Ismail

Loot-In the Bible is known as Lot

Nuh-In the Bible is known as Noah

Paralysis- Being unable to move.

Patriarch-A man who is a founder of something.

Ritual-To observe actions and procedure in a set, ordered and ceremonial way.

SAW- Stands for Sallul-la ho alay he wassalam-Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. This is said
when the Holy Prophet Muhammad’sse name is mentioned as a sign of devotion and respect.
Steadfast- to stay firm and strong.

Temple-A building used as a place of worship.

Unity of God- That God is one.
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