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T H E

H O LY

Q U R A N

Light
upon light
“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The similitude of His light is as a lustrous niche,
wherein is a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The glass is as it were a glittering star. It is lit from a blessed tree — an olive — neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would well-nigh glow forth even
Allah sets forth parables to men, and Allah knows all things full well.”

(The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Nur, Verse 36)

Commentary

(Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad (ra), The Five Volume Commentary, pp.1860-1861)
2

H A D I T H

Respect for par ents
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (ra) relates:

(Sahih Al- Bukhari)
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W R I T I N G S

O F

T H E

P R O M I S E D

M E S S I A H

( A S )

Love of God

The Promised Messiah (AS)

Khan. A.M., (2018), Malfuzat Vol-1: Sayings & Discourses of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad- The Promised Messiavailable here
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Inspirational Story about

The Promised Messiah (as)
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I N S P I R I N G

W O M E N

An Inspiring Role Model: Hazrat Ayesha (ra)
Members of Nasirat
ul Ahmadiyya UK are
extremely fortunate to
have been given the
opportunity to share
and read an online
e-magazine, and
even more fortunate
that Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih V (aba) has graciously approved the
name, Ayesha for it.
But how much do you
know about this inspirational role-model?
She was a pious and
fascinating person
who has left behind
a long-lasting legacy
from which we have
much to learn.
Hazrat Ayesha had
the blessing of being
raised in the religion
of Islam. She was
brought up by her
parents amongst the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw) and his

noble companions.
The Holy Prophet (saw)
said: “My Companions
are like the stars,
whomsoever you follow you will find guidance.” Each one of
them is a beacon for
us . So what excellent
exemplars she had
during her childhood.
Her father, Hazrat Abu
Bakr (ra), was a loyal

and loving friend of
the Holy Prophet (saw)
and later became the
first Khalifa of Islam.
She also had the
honour of being a wife
of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (saw).
It is little surprise
then, that someone
who was blessed with
such amazing company and guiding

teachers, should be
an inspiring role-model for women for
hundreds of years.
She was a woman of
piety, humour, fun and
education. The Holy
Prophet Muhamad
(saw) said that half of
the religion of Islam
could be learnt from
her.

But what can we
understand from
this hadith?
6
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I N S P I R I N G

W O M E N

Hazrat Ayesha was a woman with a strong memory, so many ahadith are
related by her. She explained and was able to speak to Muslims in the
community and in the time of khilafat many Muslims came and asked
her for advice and guidance. She was a sporting and creative woman;
taking part in races and playing with dolls, decorating her home. She
told many jokes and stories and expressed her opinion on a range of
matters. She was also a woman of deep faith in Allah who had a vast
amount of religious knowledge. She saw very closely how our beloved
Prophet (saw) behaved in private – she saved those memories and told
us today. She travelled with the companions and the Prophet (saw)
and migrated from Mecca, her birth city, to Medina during the time of
migration. She was respectful to her parents and maintained a good
relationship with other women. She observed purdah fully and dressed
and behaved with dignity.

She was known as Um ul
Momineen, mother of the faithful

Created by kareemovic1000
from the Noun Project

(as were all wives of the Prophet Muhammad- saw) although she had no
living children. She lived until an old age, after the passing of earlier
companions and the Holy Prophet (saw) himself. In this way, she was
an invaluable source of advice for the Muslim community. Islam was
her only way of life. She lived long enough to spread her knowledge
of the faith and to ensure that the ahadith and sunnah contained many
gems from private moments, related by her and recorded so that we

She shows that Muslim women, fully covered, can be a teacher, leader,
historian, advisor and can have a useful impact on a community. She
was not an oppressed or silent woman, she was strong in faith, loyal,
educated and brave. Why not learn more about this noble woman of
Islam? She has much to teach us about how beautifully Islam treats
women.
1. https://www.alislam.org/tj/sermons/FSJ20171215-EN.pdf
2. https://www.alislam.org/library/book/pathway-to-paradise/womens-issues/
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Hazoor’s
Tour Of
Germany

01

The impression of a young Khadim
I met a boy called Ahmad Rana, aged 15, and he described why
Huzoor’s presence in Germany was so important for people of a similar
age to him. He said:

“When I pray behind Huzoor I feel the

prayers that I offer are better. The reason is
that when I pray behind Huzoor I feel more
fearful of Allah. It is very hard to explain
why but it is the truth. Also, when Huzoor
is here I see that most of my friends make
a special effort to come to the Mosque and
then their attachment to the Mosque
increases and it becomes a habit. I also now
go to my local Mosque every day no matter
what.”

A Personal
Account

Part 1

By Abid Khan
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Meeting two young Jamia students
One day I sat with two students of Jamia Germany, Sajeel Ahmad and
Attaul Karim who were both 20 years old and in their first year of Jamia.
Speaking about Huzoor, Sajeel said: “When Huzoor is here I feel myself
improving and when we pray behind him I feel as though the prayers I
do during prostration (Sajdah) are much more sincere and come naturally from my heart. There are things I pray for which have never entered
my mind before.”
Attaul Karim said:

02

“When Huzoor is here we think even more

about what he expects from us and we
become less lazy.”

Convert’s impression of Huzoor
Isa, who was the former American soldier, very simply said that he had come to know
that the Holy Prophet (saw) had prophesied about a Messiah to follow him and that the
Messiah had come and so it was his duty to accept him and so he had.
After seeing Huzoor walk past he remarked:

“Even though I just had a brief glimpse of
the Khalifa for a second I feel very, very
fortunate to have just seen that man.
It may sound strange but the way I think
about it is that there is only one person in
the world who has a radio and that is the
Khalifa. Through that radio he is
communicating with God Almighty and
so it is our job to listen to the Khalifa and
to gather around him so we can all come
to know and hear God’s message through
him.”

03
Part 1
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Joy of Ahmadis after meeting Huzoor
That afternoon I met some families as they emerged from
Mulaqats after meeting Huzoor. The first family I met was a young
married couple, Tahir Majeed and his wife. Sometimes I meet
people who have tears streaming down their faces after
meeting Huzoor. Tahir Sahib and his wife were different - instead of tears
they could not contain their broad smiles. Their happiness was
infectious and so I found myself smiling upon seeing how happy and
overjoyed they were. Tahir Sahib said:

“
I had entered heaven and even now I feel
like I am still in that heavenly world. Huzoor
is our father and our guide and so today is
the happiest day of my life.”

As I observed
the uncontrolled joy on his face, I realised that these
were not just words but truly it was the best day in their lives. His wife,
who had only recently come to Germany after marriage from
Pakistan, was if anything even more excited and happy. She said:

“I had heard

from my friends about the feelings when you meet

to meet him today. It was so wonderful and so emotional to
meet him. I also got to meet Appa Jaan (Huzoor’s respected
wife) and she was so sweet and so kind. She seemed like a mother
and was very easy to talk to.”

June
2014
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05
No doubt seeing Huzoor and listening to him has a very great
impact on Ahmadi children. If I look back at my own childhood I
remember that whenever I saw Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (ra) I used to
feel so fortunate and lucky. Even at a very young age I remember having a very deep belief that Huzoor was the best and most important
person in the world. As I met young Ahmadi children in Germany I could
see that they shared this strong conviction. I met 2 young cousins,
Asnen (13) and Alian (12) who told me that when Huzoor came to
Germany they

Part 2

Impact of Khilafat on children

June

P E R S O N A L

naturally felt a desire to try and be
better children.
One of them said that he used to be a bit ‘naughty’ but one
day he heard Huzoor say in WaqfeNau class that children should respect their parents and not make them angry. He said ever since
he had heard this he had tried to improve himself so that he did
not ever upset his parents. The other boy said that he did not know why
he loved Huzoor so much but he did and he said that he particularly
loved Huzoor’s voice and the way Huzoor spoke.
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B O O K

C O R N E R

Book Review

Some of them live bravely until martyrdom, whilst
others live peacefully to an old age, yet they are all
role models.

BY YUSRA DAHRI
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Purdah

Problems

I’m not foolish.
I know what they said.
There’s that girl covered from top to
toe with that thing on her head.
She’s probably been brainwashed,
poor girl she’s oppressed.
But what they don’t know is that it’s for
the best.
That thing is called hijab; it’s a mark of
respect.
Wearing it is empowering but they’re
quick to reject.
What I do is for me, it let’s me be free,
so I don’t need their sympathy.
Because I’m not foolish,
maybe they are.

This poem won the
“New Converts Poetry
Competition” this year.
It has beenwritten by Emma
Ahmed, 25, who accepted Ahmadiyyat in 2015. Originallyborn
in Hartlepool, she moved to
Leicester to pursue a career in
teaching.
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T R AV E L

Japan
BY

MAHEDAH REHMAN

TOKYO
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Tokyo SkyTree

Asuksa Senjoki Temple

Shinto shrines
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T R AV E L

Transport System

Kyoto
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T R AV E L

Food

Jalsa Salana – Nagoya
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T R AV E L

Cherry Blossoms

Mount Fuji from Hakone

Nara
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T R AV E L

Hiroshima and Miyajima Island

Japan is certainly a country with deep cultural roots infused
with the modern world, not only is it impeccably clean, the people are kind and respectful. We have much to learn from these
people and as Ahmadis much to teach them.
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WHAT’S THE DEAL?
BREXIT
DEMYSTIFIED
BY KHOLA SHAH

On 23rd June 2016, the UK held a referendum on whether they wanted to ‘leave’ or
‘remain’ in the European Union. Altogether there were 33,551,983 valid votes of which
48.1% voted Remain and 51.9% voted Leave. This means that the majority decided to
leave the European Union.
Two years later and still the only word on everyone’s lips seems to be BREXIT. But
whilst we might hear this word on a daily basis, it is perfectly okay to feel confused
about what exactly Brexit means. Hopefully, this article will answer some common
questions for you by explaining a few of the key terms we hear frequently in the news.

The term ‘Brexit’ is literally made up from the words ‘Britain’ and ‘Exit’. Essentially, it is just an
abbreviation for the UK leaving the EU.

A vote in which all the people in a country or an area are asked to give their opinion about or
decide an important political or social question. Referendums are important because they
give a voice to the public rather than allowing politicians to make all of the important decisions
about the country for us.

The European Union (EU) is a group of 28 countries across Europe, whose governments work
together. Its roots can be traced back to the 1950s when after WW2, countries wanted to prevent further wars and promote peace and unity. Four decades later, it was founded. It could be
described as a club where different governments work together. It has lots of benefits but also
lots of rules.
20

WHAT

IS

ARTICLE 50?

This is the name given to the agreement between countries of the EU. It
explains how a country can leave the EU. Shortly after the referendum,
Prime Minister Teresa May triggered Article 50. This meant she had 2
years to work with other members of the EU to come up with a deal.
The deal has recently been approved by the EU, but it has yet to be
voted on and approved by the UK Parliament as well.

WHAT

DOES ALL OF THIS MEAN?

It is 2018 and time is almost up. Teresa May has had to discuss a lot
of important topics as part of the deal such as trade and immigration. All such topics were important to discuss because they determine what the relationship between Britain and the EU will be like in
the future. Being a part of this group (the EU) means that there are
lots of benefits. For example, it is easier for countries to share, buy
and sell, and move to each other’s countries. However, it does cost
a lot to be a member and this is one of the main reasons why people want to leave the EU; it is very expensive. But at the same time,
leaving the group is a bit like leaving behind a very old friendship.
This is why Brexit is so important and complex.
The main terms you will hear people arguing over are ‘Soft Brexit’
and ‘Hard Brexit’. ‘Soft Brexit’ is usually favoured by those people
who voted ‘remain’ in the referendum because they don’t want too
many changes made to the friendship between the EU and Britain.
‘Hard Brexit’ is supported by those who want to break free from the
rules of the group and allow Britain to make important decisions by
itself. It is a bit like a friendship where you want to have more independence and not rely on the group whenever you make a decision.
But at the same time making decisions together as a group can be
very helpful, especially when the friendship has lasted a long time
and you respect each other.
Recently, the discussions have come to a close and the withdrawal
agreement (Britain’s plan to leave the EU) has been approved by the
EU. The agreement explains the terms of Brexit (discussing some of
the issues as suggested above). It also has a political declaration that
tells us what the relationship between the EU and the UK will be like
after Brexit. But a big decision remains! The UK Parliament still needs
to vote on the deal. This vote will likely take place on 12th December.
Through this vote, MPs will vote on whether they support the deal
or not. This will be an interesting vote to watch because many politicians have already said that they are not happy with the deal and will
not support it.

HOLD TIGHT, BECAUSE ALL IS YET TO BE
REVEALED!
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R E C I P E

Vanilla Cupcakes

BY MANNAHAIL SHOAIB, KINGSTON

Cupcakes

Recipe
1. First, remember to wash your
hand!
2. Pre-heat the oven to 180°C
3. Now mix in the softened butter
and the sugar, and whisk until light
22

4. Then whisk in each egg individually, until the mixture has
the same consistency, followed
and mix everything in well.
5. Now sift in the self-rising
and fold it into the mixture with
a wooden spoon.
6. Finally add in milk, to get
your mixture to a good consistency, and your batter is done!
7. Now, line your baking tray
with cupcake cases, and scoop
in the mixture into the cases,
making sure that you put the
same amount of mixture in each
one, to get an even bake.
8. Once you are done, get your
oven gloves and put your cupcakes in for 15-20mins. Remember to ask an adult for help as
the oven is very hot!
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Recipe
Cream cheese icing

*Make sure that your butter has been left out
for at least 10 minutes in advance

1. Take your butter and whisk it, to soften it a bit more.
2. Then sift in the icing sugar, and whisk it in for about 5 minutes,
3. Then add in your vanilla extract (and any food colouring if you
would like. I used pink!)
4. Finally add in all the cream cheese in one go, and fold it in.
Make sure both your icing and cupcakes are cooled before decorating.
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Funology
Jokes
What do you call a dinosaur
that is sleeping?
A: A dino-snore!
Why did the kid cross the
playground?
A: To get to the other slide!
What is an astronaut’s
favourite candy bar?
A: A Mars bar.
What falls in winter but never
gets hurt?
A: Snow!
Why did the banana go to the
hospital?
A: Because it wasn’t peeling
well.

Riddles
Q: I have keys but no doors. I
have space but no rooms, I allow
you to enter but you are never
able to leave. What am I?
A: A keyboard
Q: What kind of tree can you
carry in your hand?
A: A Palm
Q: The more you take, the more
you leave behind. What am I?
A: Footsteps
Q: How do you make the
number 7 an even number
without addition, subtraction,
multiplication or division?
A: Drop the “S”
Q: Mr Smith has 4 daughters.
Each of his daughters has a
brother. How many children does
Mr Smith have?
A: He has 5 children, all of the
daughters have the same 1
brother.
25

Painting Contest Result
Well done to all of the painters who
contributed to the painting competition introduced

1st:
2nd:
3rd:
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Calling all writers, poets and creatives! Feeling inspired after reading
Emma Ahmad’s poem about the hijab on page 18?
Submit your very own poem about the hijab/modesty to Ayesha
Magazine’s poetry competition! Don’t forget to include your name,
age and jama’at as the winner will be announced in the next issue.
All the best dear writers!

nasiratmagazine@gmail.com
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